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Dear OCTEC Members, 

Spring is in the air, which means OCTEC is closing in on its final stretch before we end 
the Board year. With that in mind, we will be opening up our nominations for next 
year’s OCTEC Sponsorship/ Membership Coordinator. If you are interested, or have 
anyone in mind, please contact me or a fellow OCTEC Board Member. Being on the 
OCTEC Board is a four-year commitment, but a great experience. Nominations will be 
held at our April Meeting. 

Last month, we had our largest meeting in OCTEC history! In partnership with ITS-CA 
Southern Section, we had over 140 attendees at our meeting on February 25th. We 
wanted to thank our membership, ITS-CA membership, and the Board members for 
making this happen. We had a great panel of speakers from 4 different counties in 
southern California discussing Performance Measurement. It was good to see how 
other agencies are approaching Performance Measurement, and what are some 
lessons learned from it. Thank you to our panelists Ellison Alegre (SANDAG), Tim 
Bryne (SANBAG), Anup Kulkarni (OCTA), and Eva Pan (LA Metro) for participating and 
to James Dreisbach-Towle (SANDAG) for moderating the conversation. 

Lastly, we are still looking for sponsors for our Annual OCTEC Golf Tournament being 
held on May 6th at Green River Golf Course. Please contact Ron Keith 
(rkeith@octa.net) for more information. In addition, we are hosting our Spring Mixer 
at Dave and Busters at the Outlets of Orange on April 14th. 
Please keep an eye out for more details. 

Thank you. 

 

Regards, 
Ed Alegre, OCTEC President 2015-2016 

March 24, 2016 

11:30 AM to 1:00 PM 

Orange Hill Restaurant 

6410 E. Chapman Ave 

Orange, CA 92869 
 

Lunch Fees: 

$20 (Member) - Ends 3/17 @ 5 pm 

$25 (Non-Member) - Ends 3/17 @ 5 pm 

Pay At the Door: $30 

Students: $15 
 

Please register via Eventbrite at: 
https://february-2016-joint-lunch-with-

itsca.eventbrite.com 

 

If you have any questions, please contact 
Vikas Sharma, at 

vikas.sharma@kimley-horn.com 
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THIS MONTH’S LUNCH  

IS SPONSORED BY: 

President’s Address 

With the observed growth in traffic demand, the transportation engineering in-
dustry continues to look for ways to optimize traffic flow and maximize the use 
of existing infrastructure. Adaptive Signal Control Technology (ASCT) is one tech-
nology that has gained an increasing amount of attention over the past few years 
as a larger selection of ASCT products are now available to the transportation 
market. ASCT technology aims at improving signal operations by using detection 
data to optimize the distribution of green time within a transportation system. 
(Cont.) 

March Presentation: 

Starting Adaptive Systems with Systems Engineering 
Speaker: Daniel Lai, PE (TranspoGroup) 

https://octec-march2016.eventbrite.com/
https://octec-march2016.eventbrite.com/
mailto:vikas.sharma@kimley-horn.com
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SPEAKER BIO 

Daniel Lai, PE (TranspoGroup) 

Daniel is a technology-focused transportation engineer with niche expertise supporting 

ITS projects. Daniel’s experience in the transportation engineering field includes 

system planning, design, and implementation for ITS and traffic signal systems. His 

recent experience in ITS also includes involvement in emerging ITS technologies such 

as adaptive signal control systems, connected vehicles, ATMS, and TMC projects. 

Daniel also manages Transpo Group’s in-house ITS testing facility, housing the latest 

hardware and software, which is used to research applications for newly emerging 

transportation engineering developments. Outside of work, Daniel is passionate about 

cross county mountain biking. 

(Continued) 
While ASCT technology is capable of providing many operational benefits, considerations such as infrastructure re-
quirements, network characteristics, and post-deployment operations and maintenance need to be carefully assessed. 
The FHWA’s “Model Systems Engineering Documents for ASCT Systems” provides a comprehensive framework for de-
cision makers to carefully assess whether ASCT is the right solution. In addition to being a mandatory process for feder-
ally-funded ASCT projects, the system engineering process is aimed at providing agencies with system selection guid-
ance. This presentation will provide an overview of the Systems Engineering process, and what an agency should con-
sider when planning for an ASCT deployment. 

March Presentation: 

Starting Adaptive Systems with Systems Engineering 
Speaker: Daniel Lai, PE (TranspoGroup) 

OCTEC SPRING 2016 SOCIAL MIXER! 
April 14th from 5 PM—9 PM 

Dave and Busters at The Block in Orange 

Cost is only $7 with RSVP (link below) or $10 at the door. Price includes entry, 1 drink, appetiz-

ers, 1 raffle ticket and free pool and shuffle board.  Bring a potential new member and receive 2 

additional raffle tickets.  Raffle tickets will also be sold for $1 each at the door.   

We are looking for mixer sponsors as well as for the raffle prize donors. Please contact any Board 

member. 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

RSVP now for the Spring 2016 Social Mixer:  http://octecfallsocialmixer.eventbrite.com/ 

 

https://octecspringmixer2016.eventbrite.com


    Page 3 

March 2016 2015-2016— Issue 5 

www.octec.net 

February Panel Presentations—Performance Measurement 
Presented by: Ellison Alegre (SANDAG), Tim Bryne (SANBAG), Anup Kulkarni (OCTA), and Eva Pan (Metro) 

ITS CA ANNUAL MEETING—SAVE THE DATE Sept. 19-21, 2016 

OCTEC, in conjunction with ITS CA Southern Section, had a fantastic turnout 
with over 140 attendees from the two organizations. The February Panel 
Presentation focused on Performance Measurement from the different per-
spectives of four separate counties in southern California. Mr. James 
Dreisbach-Towle (SANDAG) moderated the panel that consisted of Ellison Ale-
gre (SANDAG), Tim Bryne (SANBAG), Anup Kulkarni (OCTA), and Eva Pan (LA 
Metro). The presentations are available on the OCTEC website under the 

Meetings section. 

Job Announcements 

There are several job postings on the 

OCTEC website: 

 City of Irvine 

Traffic Management Center Supervi-

sor 

 Kimley-Horn 

Senior Transportation Engineer—

Roadway Design 

 LSA Associates 

Assistant Transportation Planner/

Engineer 

 City of Rancho Palos Verdes 

Senior Civil Engineer 

 HDR 

Senior Traffic Engineer/Project Man-

ager 

 RailPros 

Civil / Traffic Designer 

 Eberke Design, Inc./Reno A&E 

Experienced Salesperson 

 Albert Grover and Associates 

CAD Operations & Project Engineers 

 RK Engineering Group, Inc. 

Traffic/Transportation Engineer 

 IBI Group 

Transportation Engineer 

 LSA Associates, Inc. 

Transportation Planner/Engineer 

Looking for Job 

Opportunities, 

Have Job 

Opportunities, 

Want to get the 

latest newsletter? 
 

Visit our website  

http://octec.net 

for job listings, 

newsletters, and 

presentations 

from meetings. 

 

Please contact Ed 

Alegre or any 

Board member if 

you have any job 

listings that you 

want posted to 

the OCTEC 

website. 

http://octec.net
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LOCAL AND REGIONAL NEWS 

Southern California Can Claim the Worst Traffic America — Again [CLICK HERE] 
A recent Los Angeles Times article identified that southern California has once 
again claimed the top spot with the worst cumulative delay of any U.S. 
metropolitan area.  Motorists in the Los Angeles/Long Beach/Santa Ana region 
spent 81 hours idling on southern California freeways last year.  It was also 
reported that U.S. drivers spent more than 8 billion hours stuck in traffic last year 
according to transportation analytics provided by Inrix.  Within Orange County, 
the article identified Interstate 5 between SR 133 and Olympic Boulevard in Los 
Angeles as one of the four world’s most congested freeway segments. 

Two LACMTA Rail Projects Receive Federal Appropriations 
[CLICK HERE] 
The U.S. Department of Transportation plans to award $300 million to the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority (METRO) for two major rail projects in Los Angeles County.  The two transit projects selected for award are the 
Regional Connector and the Westside Purple Line Extension (Sections 1 and 2), both of which are currently under construction.  
The Regional Connector project extends from the Gold Line Little Tokyo/Arts District Station to the 7th Street/Metro Center 
Station in downtown Los Angeles.  The Westside Purple Line Extension is a rail project that extends Metro’s rail line from the 
Wilshire/Western Station along Wilshire Boulevard out to Westwood at the VA Hospital near I-405/Wilshire Boulevard. 

GPS Tracking Down to the Centimenter [CLICK HERE] 
Researchers at the University of California, Riverside (UCR) have developed a new method for processing GPS data that 
enhances the accuracy as near as a few centimeters.  The report indicates that this enhancement will be used in developing 
autonomous vehicles, as well as improvements to both air and naval navigation systems.  The research, which was led by Jay 
Farrell, professor and chair of electrical and computer engineering, was recently published in IEEE’s Transactions on Control 
Systems Technology. 

Tech Transfer Courses 
Classes through April 

2016 now open for 

enrollment 

TE-40 Multimodal 

Transportation Planning 

and Engineering 

March 8-10, 2016 

Los Angeles 

TE-13 Synchro and 

SimTraffic 

March 15-16, 2016 

Costa Mesa 

PL-11 Complete Streets 

Planning and Design 

June 15-16, 2016 

Los Angeles 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-la-worst-traffic-20160314-story.html
http://www.rtands.com/index.php/passenger/rapid-transit-light-rail/two-lacmta-rail-projects-receive-federal-appropriations.html
http://phys.org/news/2016-02-gps-tracking-centimeter.html#ms
https://registration.techtransfer.berkeley.edu/wconnect/CourseStatus.awp?&course=1630TE400308
https://registration.techtransfer.berkeley.edu/wconnect/CourseStatus.awp?&course=1630TE400308
https://registration.techtransfer.berkeley.edu/wconnect/CourseStatus.awp?&course=1630TE400308
https://registration.techtransfer.berkeley.edu/wconnect/CourseStatus.awp?&course=1630TE130315
https://registration.techtransfer.berkeley.edu/wconnect/CourseStatus.awp?&course=1630TE130315
https://registration.techtransfer.berkeley.edu/CourseStatus.awp?&Course=0500PL110000&DirectFrom=Schedule&Origin=Extended+Listing
https://registration.techtransfer.berkeley.edu/CourseStatus.awp?&Course=0500PL110000&DirectFrom=Schedule&Origin=Extended+Listing
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THIS MONTH’S NEWSLETTER IS SPONORED BY 
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Ed Alegre, President 

Los Angeles County Metropolitan 

Transportation Authority (Metro) 

One Gateway Plaza 

MS: 99-22-9 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 

phone: (213) 922-7902 

AlegreE@metro.net  

OCTEC 2015 -2016 Officers 

 

OCTEC would like to give a special thanks to all of our generous sponsors! 

Meeting Date Newsletter Sponsors Lunch/Meeting Sponsors 

September 24, 2015 Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc. 

Transpo Group 

 

October 22, 2015 

Joint Meeting—ITE SoCal 

Albert Grover & Associates 

DKS Associates 

 

January 28, 2016 Counts Unlimited 

Iteris 

 

February 25, 2016 

Joint Meeting—ITS CA 

 

HDR 

Irvine Global Consulting   

March 24, 2016 Advantec Consulting Engineers, Inc. 

Sensys Networks 

 

April 28, 2016 KOA Corporation 

W.G. Zimmerman Engineering, Inc. 

 

May 6, 2016 

 

May 18, 2016 

OCTEC ITE Golf Tournament 

(Green River Golf Course) 

SoCal ITE/OCTEC Student Night 

(Knott’s Berry Farm Resort Hotel) 

 

June 23, 2016 Kunzman Associates, Inc. 

Stantec 

 

For more information and sponsorship opportunities, please contact Vikas Sharma at (213) 261-4050 or vikas.sharma@kimley-horn.com 

Eric Loke, Treasurer 

City of Newport Beach 

100 Civic Center Drive, Bay 2D 

Newport Beach, CA 92660 

phone: (949) 644-3336  

eloke@newportbeachca.gov 

Keith Rand, Secretary 

AECOM 

901 Via Piemonte, 5th Floor 

Ontario, CA 91764 

phone: (909) 568-1538 cell  

keith.rand@aecom.com  

Vikas Sharma,  

Sponsorship/Membership 

Coordinator 

Kimley-Horn 

660 South Figueroa Street, Ste 2050 

Los Angeles, CA 90017 

phone: (213) 261-4050 

vikas.sharma@kimley-horn.com 

2015 -2016 Sponsors 

mailto:alegree@metro.net
mailto:vikas.sharma@kimley-horn.com
mailto:eloke@newportbeachca.gov
mailto:keith.rand@aecom.com
mailto:vikas.sharma@kimley-horn.com
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highlights of my ite experience
/ /  Riverside San Bernardino Section  

2nd Past-President, and current  
Webmaster Chair

/ /  Southern California Section  
Sponsorship Chair

/ /  Western District Young Professional Achievement 
Award Recipient, 2013

/ /  Published article in WesternITE Newsletter
/ /  Attendee, Presenter and Moderator at Western 

District Annual Meetings
/ /  Presenter at Cal Poly Pomona ITE student chapter 

meetings
/ /  Lecturer at Cal Poly Pomona

experience professional licenses
/ / 13 Years Professional Experience
/ / LA Metro
/ / Parsons Brinckerhoff
/ /  RBF Consulting  

(now Michael Baker International)

/ /  PE Civil, California
/ /  TE, California
/ /  PTOE
/ /  Served as intern for 1 year at RBF and 3 years at 

City of Corona

goals as secretary/treasurer
/ / Continue to practice Fiscal Responsibility and find opportunities to reduce costs.
/ / Promote ITE to Young Engineers and Planners on the benefits of ITE 
/ / Promote the Student Endowment Fund, as it is the foundation to attracting future members.
/ / Increase Agency involvement by Promoting ITE Agency Membership and its benefit.
/ / Provide easy access to data, and identify data that ITE members are searching for.  
/ /  Work with ITE International to develop an Innovations Task Force Committee to assist Agencies on 

implementing pilot projects.
/ / Promote TPCB certifications to Agencies on benefits to their planning and engineering projects.
/ / I look forward to a successful 2016 and beyond for the Western District.


